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rily on as though nothing had happened." Among the higher invertebrata the 
rotifers are easily first in number, both of individuals and species. A prelim- 
inary account is given of the microscopic life. 

Mr. Murray says of the distribution of Rotifera: 

"The Rotifera share with the lowest forms of life that facility for distribu- 
tion which makes them, as Jennings puts it, "potentially cosmopolitan." The 
agent of distribution is the wind. When some rotifers and the eggs of others 
are dried they may be blown in the form of dust for long distances. There is 
no difficulty in supposing the Antarctic peopled in this way, though there is no 
region where such distances of sea must be crossed in the process; but all 
round the Antarctic continent the storm-winds generally blow off the land, and 
so could play no part in bringing a rotifer population to the country." 

National Antarctic Expedition, 1901-1904. Meteorology, Part i. Ob- 
servations at Winter Quarters and on Sledge Journeys, with Discussions by 
various authors. Prepared under the superintendence of W. N. Shaw, the 
Director of the Meteorological Office, with the co-operation of a committee of 
the Royal Society. The Royal Society. London, rgoS. 

Contains the chief part of the results of the meteorological observations made 
in connection with the voyage of the Discovery of the British National Antarctic 
Expedition, under command of Capt. R. F. Scott, R. N., 1901-1904. The data 
of the observations at winter quarters and on the sledge journeys fill a large 
part of the volume (pp. 17-364) and are accompanied by the maps of Lieut. 
Mulock, made for the Royal Geographical Society to illustrate the geographical 
positions. Tables of results for other expeditions are given for the purpose of 
comparison. A number of papers based upon the observations are included in 
the volume, among which are: "Climatology of South Victoria Land and the 
Neighboring Seas," by Capt. Campbell Hepworth; "Notes on the Observations 
of Temperature at the Winter Quarters of the Discovery" ; and "Notes on the 
Observations of Barometric Pressure," by R. H. Curtis. 

Rapport sur l'Exp^dition Polaire N£erlandaise qui a Hiverne' 
dans la mer de Kara en 1882-83. Commence par M. Snellen, et 
fini par H Exama. J. Van Boekhoven, Utrecht, iqio. 
This expedition was one of those sent out to establish the international, cir- 
cumpolar stations in the Arctic for the purpose of taking simultaneous meteoro- 
logical and magnetic observations on all sides of the North Polar area. The 
Dutch expedition had the misfortune to lose its vessel, which was crushed in the 
ice of the Kara Sea. The calamity did not, however, defeat the scientific pur- 
poses for which the party was sent North, and it was able to make continuous 
meteorological observations from August, 1882, to July, 1883. An account of 
the expedition appeared years ago in Dutch ; and it will be gratifying to all who 
sympathized with these brave men in their misfortunes to learn that they at 
last secured the funds needed to produce this well-printed and finely illustrated 
account of their expedition and of its scientific results. 

ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY 
The Story of Oil. By Walter Sheldon Tower, xii and 271 pp. and illustrations. 
D. Appleton & Co., New York, iqog. St. 
Within recent years a number of American writers have rendered valuable 
service by enriching the voluminous literature dealing with the world's most im- 
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portant industries. The peculiar nature of this service has consisted in the 
preparation of concise, readable volumes, in each of which an attempt has been 
made to give a sort of bird's-eye view of the entire history of some important 
material of commerce. The author of the present book has undertaken to 
develop the story of petroleum in non-technical language, with the two-fold pur- 
pose of portraying the great expansion of the industry within the last half-cen- 
tury, and of pointing out the marked dependence of the masses in their daily 
life, upon petroleum and its secondary products. It is not too much to say that 
he has succeeded admirably in the execution of his task. 

In the earlier chapters the writer discusses the ancient history of petroleum, 
its real nature, its geographical distribution, and the much disputed question of 
its origin. He then proceeds to a consideration of the evolution of the petroleum 
industry, pointing out that, in general, production has been marked by three dis- 
tinct steps — the skimming of the oil from the surfaces of streams, pools or 
springs; the digging of wells or pits; and, finally, the well-known modern 
method of drilling wells. The important part which the United States has 
played in the oil industry necessitated the writer giving considerable attention 
to its evolution in this country. However, our principal rival — Russia — receives 
due consideration, while other well-known but less worked deposits by no means 
are overlooked. 

The sections which treat of the marvellous transformations which have been 
brought about in the transportation of petroleum, and of the wonderful growth 
of the oil industry in recent times are particularly interesting and instructive. 
In conclusion, the author predicts the eventual decline of our oil business. "Not 
the present generation nor the one next to come is likely to see the supply fail, 
but both are sure to see changes such as the industry has never shown before. 
With a continuation of the present conditions no power on earth can avert the 
speedy exhaustion of the fields in this country. Standard Oil will be a thing 
of the past, and America will have to seek her oil in the countries where she 
long held undisputed sway in the oil trade." 

The book is written in a pleasing style, and contains upwards of thirty illus- 
trations. Not only is it of interest to the general reader, but it cannot fail also 
to be of value to teachers and students in courses in commercial or economic 
geography. A. L. Bishop, 

Yale University. 

Exploitation de P6trole. Historique — Extraction — Precedes de Sondage- 
Geographie et Geologie, Recherches des Gites — Exploitation des gisements 
chimie — Theories de la Formation du Petrole. 1'ar L. C. Tassart. xv and 726 
pp., 302 figures in the text and maps. H. Dunod and E. Pinat. Paris, iqo8. 
Fr. 35. 
An authoritative work on petroleum and the products and industries to which 
it gives rise. It treats in detail of petroleum fields in all parts of the world 
and its information is practically complete up to the time of publication. It 
contains, for example, a full account of the recent development of the oil indus- 
try in Illinois, and of the large increase in the productivity of Texas; but it 
lacks, of course, the latest information on the growth of the industry in Cali- 
fornia. Though a scientific work, most of it can be read with Interest and profit 
by the general public. We do not always see a work so fully treating the 
technology of a subject that, at the same time, is so well adapted for general 
reading. The numerous maps illumine the text. 



